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HASHEM said to Moshe, “Go to 
Pharaoh and tell him to let my peo-
ple go.” Moshe responded, “�e 

Jewish People haven’t accepted my word. 
How will Pharaoh listen?” Rashi explains that 
this is one of the ten kal vachomers written 
in the Torah. �e Siftei Chachamim clarifies: 
“�e message that I am carrying is for good 
of the Jewish people, yet they have not ac-
cepted it. Surely then Pharaoh, to whom this 
message is detrimental, will reject it.” 

However, Moshe added one more 
phrase, “When I am of blocked lips.” �e 
actual statement that he said to HASHEM 
was, “�e Jewish People haven’t accepted 
my word. How will Pharaoh listen when I 
am of blocked lips?” �e Siftei Chachamim 
explains that this was the pivotal point of the 
kal vachomer. As an infant, Moshe burnt his 
tongue, and from that point on, he had dif-
ficulty with speech. Now many years later, 
Moshe assumed that the reason his words 
weren’t accepted was because of his speech 
impediment. Effectively he was saying, “I 
am bringing good news to the Jews, yet 
they don’t believe me because of my lack of 
clear speech. Surely Pharaoh, who is biased 
against my message, will not accept it either 
because of my unclear speech.” 

�is Rashi is difficult to understand.  
Moshe wasn’t a salesman selling a product. 
He wasn’t claiming that his charisma and 
leadership would cause an uprising. Accord-
ing to Moshe’s claim, the All Powerful Mas-
ter of the Universe sent him on a mission. 
�ere was only one question: was he telling 
the truth? If he was a representative of G-d, 
then both the Jewish Nation and Pharaoh 
had better listen. If he wasn’t, then who cares 
what he said? �e words and the style of his 
delivery weren’t relevant. Either he was sent 
by HASHEM or he wasn’t. What difference 
does it make how clearly he spoke?

 THE WONDER OF FREE WILL

�e answer to these questions is based 
on understanding one of the wonders of 
Creation: free will. To allow man to shape 
himself into what he will be for eternity, 
HASHEM put him in a position where he 
can freely choose his path — where he can 
just as easily choose the “bad” as the “good.” 
If he chooses “good,” he is credited with 
shaping himself into that form of perfection 
that he reaches. If he chooses the “bad,” 
he is held accountable, and he will forever 

suffer the consequences. 
Here lies one of the great dilemmas of 

Creation. How do you take man, more bril-
liant than the highest form of angels, and 
give him free will to choose “bad?” A moloch 
has no temptation to sin. He recognizes that 
every sin damages him, and every mitzvah 
helps him. If man is wiser than the greatest of 
celestial beings, how does he have free will to 
damage himself? He would never do it! 

To allow man to actually have free will 
in a practical sense, HASHEM created man 
with many temptations and desires that pull 
him in different directions. Further, to actu-
ally allow the ability to choose either side, 
HASHEM created in man a powerful, ac-
tive imagination that allows him to create 

his own view of the world — his own reality. 
Of everything in Creation, man alone has 
true free will because he alone was created 
with competing natures. He alone possesses 
the power of imagination, which allows him 
to shape his worldview as he so desires. He 
can believe what he wants to believe. 

�is seems to be the answer to the 
question on Rashi. Whether Moshe was 
telling the truth or not was only part of the 
question. �e crux of the issue was, “Do we 
want to believe him?” To the Jewish people, 
he was bringing news of redemption. As 
such, they wanted to believe him. On the 
other hand, Pharaoh had a strong interest 
in not accepting Moshe’s words, so he was 
unlikely to believe him.  

But Moshe understood that there 
was another element that would influence 
whether his words would be received as truth 
— what kind of impression did he make? 
Was he handsome? Did he cut a good fig-
ure? Would people want to accept him as a 
person? Because he wasn’t of perfect speech, 
Moshe assumed this would greatly influence 
his chances of acceptance. He understood 
human nature. We accept that which we like, 
and we believe what we want to believe. 

 WE ARE ALL TEACHERS

�e reality is that we are all teach-
ers of the Torah way. Whether we teach 
by standing up in a classroom, modeling 
proper behavior to our children, or inviting 
not-yet-religious neighbors for a Shabbos 
meal, there is an obligation upon every Jew 
to influence his fellow Jew. We are all in the 
business of Kiruv — Kiruv Rachokim and 
Kiruv Karovim. 

And so we must understand how to be 
effective in this role.  

 BEFORE THEY ACCEPT MY
MESSAGE, THEY MUST ACCEPT ME

Being an effective educator isn’t based 
on being right, it’s based on my message be-
ing accepted. However, before they accept 
my message, they have to accept me. And be-
fore they accept me, they have to like me. 

When we don the robe of educators, 
whether to our children or to our peers, we 
need to focus on both the truth of our mes-
sage as well as the method we use to present 
it. It must be pleasing and readily acceptable 
to others, otherwise it just won’t be heard. 
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And Moshe spoke to HASHEM 
saying, “�e children of Israel 

haven’t accepted me, how
will Pharaoh listen,

when I am of blocked lips?” 
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‘‘“Jamaica: White beaches,
cloudless skies, endless oceans. 

Once you go, you know.”
 -Travel ad  

There is an entire industry dedicated 
to writing travel brochures. �eir 
advertisements offer to take you by 

rail, cruise, and camel back from the Afri-
can rain forests to the snow-covered Alps. 
�en off to Jamaica, Aruba, and the Gulf 
of Mexico — from the quaint to the spec-
tacular, the picturesque to the breathtaking. 
�ey beckon you to see the world. 

If you watch people when they look 
at these pamphlets, they often get a far-off 
gaze in their eyes as they imagine themselves 
traveling to those exotic lands. �is is inter-
esting because most people who pick them 
up have no intention of ever going to those 
places. �ey’re nice to look at, interesting to 
see, but it has nothing to do with me. 

�is seems to be the way we view the 
World to Come. Intriguing! Fascinating! I 
love the descriptions. But it has nothing to 
do with me. Don’t get me wrong; being close 
to Hashem and enjoying eternal bliss sound 
wonderful. It’s just that I have no intention 
of being there. You see, by the time it hap-
pens, I will be dead. My nishamah might 
be there. My soul could end up there. But 
me? I will be dead and gone. So this whole 
discussion is interesting, but irrelevant. 

 I AM A PHYSICAL BEING

�e reason we feel this way is that we 
view ourselves as physical beings. After all, 
isn’t man just flesh and blood, a mere mor-
tal? “With the sweat of his brow he earns 
his daily bread, and then passes from the 
earth never to be heard from again.” We get 

so caught up in this limited definition of 
man that we start to believe it. And we start 
to confuse ourselves with our bodies. Oh, 
granted, I have a soul — whatever that is 
— but it has little to do with me. I am this 
body. Ever since I can remember, I’ve been 
inside this body. Everything that I have ever 
experienced is through it. I guess this is all 
there is. And life seems to confirm this. If 
you punch my arm, it hurts me. If I stub 
my toe, I feel pain. I and my body are one. 
So obviously, when this body is buried in 
the ground, I am dead. Gone. Extinct. And 
the World to Come is irrelevant. 

Of course, we are supposed to believe 
otherwise. �e problem is that in our heart 
of hearts, this is how we feel. �e question is: 
how do we get our feelings in line with our 
beliefs? Here is an illustration that may help.

 WINNING THE LOTTO

It is a Sunday morning; you pick up 
the newspaper, lazily turning the pages, let-
ting your eye fall where it may. “No news 
today,” you say to yourself. Before you put 
the paper down, just for kicks, you turn to 
the Lottery section, and look for that week’s 
winning numbers. You find them. A jolt 
surges through your body. “What!? 7 8 4 3 
4 5. �ose are my numbers!? What?! Wait. 
How can that be?” You run to your desk 
drawer. You grab your lottery ticket. You 
run back to the kitchen. You hold your tick-
et up to the newspaper. “7 8 4 3 4 5. �at’s 
it! �ose are my numbers! Oh, my good-
ness. My numbers. My numbers. I won! I 
mean, I won! I won the NY Lotto! I don’t 
believe it. I mean, I won! I Won! I WON! 
WOOOOOOOOOOOOOON!!!!!!”

If we could stop time and ask what you 
were feeling at that moment, you would 
probably answer, “Elation. Great joy. Fan-
tastic happiness. I mean, I WON!!!” �en 
if we were to ask you who felt it, you’d say, 
“What do you mean who felt it? I felt it.”

 �at’s true, but was it your arms, your 
head, or your chest that felt it? Was it your 
back, your shoulders, or your legs?

�e answer is none of them did. You 
felt it. Even if your legs were numb and 
your arms were tied up, you would still feel 
that tremendous sense of joy. So who felt it? 
Not your body, not your physical housing 
— you felt it. You felt pleasure. You were 
ecstatic. �at sense of pleasure isn’t depen-
dent upon your body. In fact, it has no con-
nection to your physical state of being. But 
you experienced it. 

On the other side of the spectrum, 
imagine that someone is screaming at you, 
calling you every nasty name in the book. 
“You worthless excuse of a human being. I 
didn’t even know that people as low as you 
could exist.” Hearing those words causes 
you pain. You feel hurt. It’s not your heart 
that feels it. It’s not your nerves or your syn-
apses that feel embarrassed. You do. True, 
you feel with your fingers, taste with your 
tongue, and smell with your nose, but it is 
you that experiences it. You are the one who 
occupies the body and controls its destiny. 
You are the master of the ship. 

�ere are many things that you feel 
that aren’t physical in nature. �e full gam-
ut of emotions, from love to hate to rage to 
jealousy, are things that you feel. You feel 
proud of your accomplishments. You feel 
appreciative of kind gestures from others, 
and you feel hurt by cruel words that peo-
ple say. It isn’t your heart that feels the pain. 
Euphemistically, we use expressions like a 
broken heart, but what we really mean is 
that you have been hurt. 

You enjoy listening to music and look-
ing at beautiful landscapes. You feel a sense 
of awe when you view a majestic mountain. 
You are moved to tears by the sheer power 
of the ocean. You are grieved when a friend 
dies. You are ecstatic when your sister has 
a baby. 

�e single most life transforming 
thought a person can ever come to is that 
when your body dies, you will live on. You 
— with all of your feelings, thoughts, and 
memories — step out of the coat called the 
body. 
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