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Bilaam was a gentile who was allowed 
to be a prophet of HASHEM. Rashi 
asks, “Why did HASHEM allow 

His Shechinah to rest on a wicked gentile? 
Prophecy is a great gift limited only to 
HASHEM’s beloved.” Rashi answers ac-
cording to the Gemara: “HASHEM decided 
to give the gentile nations prophets so that 
if in the World to Come they would claim, 
“Had we had prophets to show us the right 
way, we too, would have been righteous,” 
HASHEM will answer them, “I gave you 
navi’im, and not only did they fail to lead 
you on the proper course, they led you to 
immorality. Bilaam is the example.” Effec-
tively, Rashi is saying that not only didn’t 
the gentile nations merit having navi’im, it 
was a degradation to HASHEM that He 
should rest His name upon such people. 
However, to answer the gentiles’ claim that 
they would have done tshuvah, HASHEM 
appeared to Bilaam.   
This Rashi is very difficult to understand. 
The conversation between the gentiles and 
HASHEM is taking place in the World to 
Come. In that world, there is only truth, 
and HASHEM’s word is fully accepted by 
all. Why can’t HASHEM simply say, “I am 
the Creator of the heavens and the earth, 
and I know the true nature of man. I know 
that had I given you a prophet, not only 
wouldn’t he have led you on the proper 
course, he would have misguided you.” 
Why would HASHEM have to actually go 
through the process of giving them a Navi 
and have him fail? It should be enough for 
HASHEM to say, “I know what would have 
happened.” 

³ HOW CAN HASHEM KNOW 
WHAT I AM GOING TO DO?

The answer to this question lies in under-
standing an age-old philosophical question. 
If HASHEM knows what I am going to 
do, then how can I have the free will to do 
it? If I have free will to do that act, then 
HASHEM can’t know what I am going to 
do because I haven’t done it yet; I could still 
chose to either do it or not do it. And if 
HASHEM already knows what I am going 
to do, then I don’t have free will to do it 
– HASHEM already knows what I will do. 
The answer to this question is predicated 
upon our understanding HASHEM’s rela-
tionship to physicality. 

³ HASHEM KNOWS WHAT 
HAPPENED BEFORE IT HAPPENED

HASHEM is all-knowing, all–present, and 
all-powerful. Limitless and boundless, nei-
ther contained nor limited by space or time, 
He is in all places in all times, existing be-
fore and after time. 
To understand what it means that HASH-
EM isn’t limited by time, imagine a time 
machine. When you walk into the machine, 
you are effortlessly transported twenty years 
forward. You walk out, and the first thing 
that you notice is Reuvain holding a gun up 
to Shimon. Shimon yells, “Stop! No!” But 
Reuvain doesn’t stop. He squeezes the trig-
ger on the gun, and you watch as Shimon 
falls into a clump on the ground — stone 
dead. You then go back into your time ma-
chine and come back to the present. You 
walk over to Reuvain and say, “You mur-
dered Shimon. I saw it. I know it. There is 
no doubt in my mind because that is what 
happened.” Reuvain will look at you with a 
quizzical expression as he exclaims, “I don’t 
even know who this Shimon is! How could 
I have had killed him?” 
Here is the pivotal question: is it true? Do 
you know that Reuvain is going to kill Shi-
mon? The answer is no. You do not know 
that Reuvain is going to kill Shimon; you 
know that he did kill Shimon. Because your 
time machine allowed you to defy the limi-

tations of human knowledge, you were able 
to move forward in time and see something 
happen. Now that you’ve come back, you 
know it with absolute certainty — and yet 
Reuvain still had free will to do what he did. 
As you moved forward in time, it was com-
pletely in Reuvain’s capacity to either pull 
the trigger of that gun or not to. He had 
complete control over his actions. The rea-
son that you know what he did is because 
you aren’t limited by time, so you can now 
move back in time and know what he did 
even before he did it. 

³ HASHEM IS ABOVE TIME

HASHEM is not limited by time. HASHEM 
sits miles and miles about this earth and knows 
everything that is going to happen before it 
happens. But that is the point: HASHEM 
doesn’t know what is going to happen; 
HASHEM knows what happened — before 
it happened. 
This seems to be the answer to the question on 
Rashi. In the World to Come, the gentile na-
tions will gather and say, “If we had Navi’im, we 
also would have been different.” If HASHEM 
didn’t give them Bilaam, He couldn’t say, “I 
know what would have happened.” While it 
is true that HASHEM could reach a conclu-
sion that is most likely, it would not be Truth; 
it would be most probably, the odds are... 
But in the World of Truth, there can be no 
room for error. As long as man has free will, 
there is no way to predict with absolute cer-
tainty what he will do. Free will by defini-
tion means he can go either way. The only 
way that HASHEM can say with absolute 
knowledge that such and such will happen 
is by allowing it to happen. So even though 
HASHEM knew what Bilaam would bring 
to the world, if it could be, HASHEM had 
to allow it to play out, so that in truth He 
could say, “I gave him to you and look what 
he brought about.” 
These concepts have very little application to 
our lives. If a person were to never know the 
answer to such questions, nor even ask them, 
he could very well walk right into Gan Eden. 
However, there are times when such issues 
come across our thinking, and it is worth-
while for us to attempt to understand our 
Creator as much as we can, provided we retain 
the perspective that we are but mere mortals 
attempting to gain an glimpse of something 
so great and profound that it is clearly beyond 
our limited capacity to truly understand. 
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ספר במדבר פרק כב 
)ה( וישלח מלאכים אל בלעם בן בעור פתורה אשר 
על הנהר ארץ בני עמו לקרא לו לאמר הנה עם יצא 
ממצרים הנה כסה את עין הארץ והוא ישב ממלי:

רש”י על במדבר פרק כב פסוק ה 
ארץ בני עמו - וא”ת מפני מה השרה הקב”ה שכינתו 
על גוי רשע כדי שלא יהא פתחון פה לאומות לומר 

אלו היו לנו נביאים חזרנו למוטב העמיד להם נביאים 
והם פרצו גדר העולם שבתחלה היו גדורים בעריות וזה 

נתן להם עצה להפקיר עצמן לזנות:

“And Balak sent messengers to Bilaam ben Beor” 
— Bamidbar 22:5 —


