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What are the odds that a man like Yaakov Avinu would be 
affected by the ways of Lavan? Lavan was devious and 
deceitful, the exact opposite of Yaakov Avinu – a man of 

truth. Yaakov was the victim of Lavan’s deceitfulness. He was duped 
and defrauded by Lavan many times. But even more so, Yaakov 
Avinu is now 77 years of age. A full tzaddik, he spent his early years 
in the tent of his father learning and perfecting himself and has just 
now returned from an additional fourteen years of intense learning 
and spiritual development. 

Why would a man of his stature be afraid of learning from the ways 
of Lavan?

Yaakov is now running from Aysav. He experiences something 
supernatural – he sees a vision of a ladder with angels climb-
ing up and down it. He recognizes this as a divine revelation 

and understands that HASHEM is promising him protection. At 
this point, he asks HASHEM for a number of things. One of them 
is for HASHEM to protect him so that he shouldn’t learn from the 
ways of Lavan.

 

ספר בראשית פרק כח
ֵלאמֹר  ֶנֶדר  ַיֲעקֹב  ר  ּדַ ַוּיִ כ( 
ִדי  ִעּמָ ֱאלִהים  ִיְהֶיה  ִאם 
ר  ֲאׁשֶ ה  ַהּזֶ ֶרְך  ּדֶ ּבַ ָמַרִני  ּוׁשְ
ֶלֶחם  ִלי  ְוָנַתן  הֹוֵלְך  ָאנִכי 

ֶלֱאכל ּוֶבֶגד ִלְלּבׁש
ֶאל  לֹום  ְבׁשָ י  ְבּתִ ְוׁשַ כא( 
ִלי  ְידָֹוד  ְוָהָיה  ָאִבי  ית  ּבֵ

ֵלאלִֹהים
ר  ֲאׁשֶ ַהּזאת  ְוָהֶאֶבן  כב( 
ית  ּבֵ ִיְהֶיה  ָבה  ַמּצֵ י  ְמּתִ ׂשַ
ִלי  ן  ּתֶ ּתִ ר  ֲאׁשֶ ְוכל  ֱאלִֹהים 

ֶרּנּו ָלך ר ֲאַעּשְׂ ַעּשֵׂ

And Yaakov made a vow 
saying, “If HASHEM will 
be with me, will guard me 
in my way and will give 
me food to eat and cloth-
ing to wear, and will bring 
me back in peace from 
Lavan’s house. . .”

רש”י על בראשית פרק כח 
פסוק כא

- שלם מן החטא  בשלום 
שלא אלמד מדרכי לבן

In peace - From the word 
complete, as in complete 
from sin; he should not 
learn from the ways of 
Lavan. 

Chanukah: The effeCT of  
ouTside influenCe


