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Questions

Background

Chanukah: The Effect of
Outside Influence

Y

aakov is now running from Aysav. He experiences something
supernatural – he sees a vision of a ladder with angels climbing up and down it. He recognizes this as a divine revelation
and understands that HASHEM is promising him protection. At
this point, he asks HASHEM for a number of things. One of them
is for HASHEM to protect him so that he shouldn’t learn from the
ways of Lavan.

W

hat are the odds that a man like Yaakov Avinu would be
affected by the ways of Lavan? Lavan was devious and
deceitful, the exact opposite of Yaakov Avinu – a man of
truth. Yaakov was the victim of Lavan’s deceitfulness. He was duped
and defrauded by Lavan many times. But even more so, Yaakov
Avinu is now 77 years of age. A full tzaddik, he spent his early years
in the tent of his father learning and perfecting himself and has just
now returned from an additional fourteen years of intense learning
and spiritual development.
Why would a man of his stature be afraid of learning from the ways
of Lavan?
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ספר בראשית פרק כח

כ) וַ ִ ּי ַ ּדר יַ ֲעקֹב נֶ ֶדר ֵלאמֹר
להים ִע ָּמ ִדי
ִ ִאם יִ ְהיֶ ה ֱא
ּו ׁ ְש ָמ ַרנִ י ַּב ֶ ּד ֶר ְך ַה ֶ ּז ה ֲא ׁ ֶשר
נכי הוֹ ֵל ְך וְ נָ ַתן לִ י ֶל ֶחם
ִ ָא
ֶל ֱאכל ּו ֶבגֶ ד לִ לְ ּב ׁש
כא) וְ ׁ ַש ְב ִּתי ְב ׁ ָשלוֹ ם ֶאל
ֵּבית ָא ִבי וְ ָהיָ ה יְ דֹוָ ד לִ י
ֵלאל ִֹהים
כב) וְ ָה ֶא ֶבן ַה ּז את ֲא ׁ ֶשר
ש ְמ ִּתי ַמ ֵ ּצ ָבה יִ ְהיֶ ה ֵּבית
ַׂ
ֱאל ִֹהים וְ כל ֲא ׁ ֶשר ִּת ֶּתן לִ י
ש ֶרנּ ּו ָלך
ׂ ְ ּ שר ֲא ַע
ׂ ֵ ּ ַע
And Yaakov made a vow
saying, “If HASHEM will
be with me, will guard me
in my way and will give
me food to eat and clothing to wear, and will bring
me back in peace from
Lavan’s house. . .”
רש”י על בראשית פרק כח
פסוק כא

 שלם מן החטא- בשלום
שלא אלמד מדרכי לבן
In peace - From the word
complete, as in complete
from sin; he should not
learn from the ways of
Lavan.

