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you arrogant in a world that isn’t yours?”

What difference does it make whether it
was his world or someone else’s? The bot-
tom line is that he was gorgeous. Yet it
seems that the fact that it isn’t his world is
somehow the reason he shouldn’t be arro-

gant. The question is: why?

His second statement seems equally inaccu-
rate: NIY1M NN NPAY TNY NN M1 “In
a body that will be eaten by worms.” What
difference does it make what will be with
his body? Right now, his body was beauti-
ful. What will be in the future is irrelevant
now. If right now, he had a positive attri-
bute, why shouldn’t it bring him a sense of

superiority?
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he Maharsha explains that this
young man was actually a zlmid
chacham and apparently demon-
strated greatness and wisdom with this
action. Yet the two expressions that this
young man said seem inaccurate. His first
statement was: NRINA ANR 00D ywI
v 1Rw 071 “Wicked one, why are
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When Nevuzaradan entered the Bais Hamikdash to de-
stroy it,] he saw that the blood of Zechariah was boil-
ing. He said, “What is this?” They said to him, “It is the
blood of sacrifices that spilled.” He said to them, “Bring
me an animal and we will test if it is similar.” It was
not. Nevuzaradan said, “Reveal this to me. If not, I will
comb your skin off with iron.” They said to him, “He
was a Kohain and a prophet who prophesised to Yisroel
about the destruction of Yerushalyim, and they killed
him.” Nevuzaradan said, “I will appease him.”

Nevuzaradan brought out the Rabbis and killed them
upon the blood, yet the blood did not stop boiling. He
brought youth from the yeshiva, killed them upon the
blood, and it did not stop boiling. He brought the youth
of the Kohanim, killed them upon the blood, and still the
blood did not stop boiling. He killed 94,000 Jews, and
still the blood did not stop boiling. Nevuzaradan went
close to the blood and exclaimed, “Zechariah, Zechariah,
the best of them I have wasted! Do you wish that I should
destroy all of them?” Immediately, the blood stopped.
Nevuzaradan said to himself, “If for one person’s life, all
of these peaple had to be killed and still it didn’t avenge
that death, what will be with me?” He got up, sent money
to his household, and became a convert.

The Rabbis taught that Nevuzaradan was a righteous
convert.




