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You’re a Jew. I’m a Jew. 
what Can I Do to help You?

ספר בראשית פרק יח 
חֹם ַהּיֹום ַתח ָהאֶֹהל ּכְ ב ּפֶ ֵאלֵֹני ַמְמֵרא ְוהּוא יׁשֵ ָרא ֵאָליו ְידָֹוד ּבְ א( ַוּיֵ

ָרץ ִלְקָראָתם  ְרא ַוּיָ ִבים ָעָליו ַוּיַ ים ִנּצָ ה ֲאָנׁשִ לׁשָ ה ׁשְ ְרא ְוִהּנֵ א ֵעיָניו ַוּיַ ּשָׂ ב( ַוּיִ
חּו ָאְרָצה ּתַ ׁשְ ַתח ָהאֶֹהל ַוּיִ ִמּפֶ

ך ֵעיֶניָך ַאל ָנא ַתֲעֹבר ֵמַעל ַעְבּדֶ ג( ַוּיֹאַמר ֲאדָֹני ִאם ָנא ָמָצאִתי ֵחן ּבְ

ַחת ָהֵעץ ֲענּו ּתַ ָ ח ָנא ְמַעט ַמִים ְוַרֲחצּו ַרְגֵליֶכם ְוִהּשׁ ד( ֻיּקַ

ֶכם  ם ַעל ַעְבּדְ ן ֲעַבְרּתֶ י ַעל ּכֵ ֲעֹברּו ּכִ ֶכם ַאַחר ּתַ ה( ְוֶאְקָחה ַפת ֶלֶחם ְוַסֲעדּו ִלּבְ
ְרּת ּבַ ר ּדִ ֲאׁשֶ ה ּכַ ֲעׂשֶ ן ּתַ ַוּיֹאְמרּו ּכֵ

סֶֹלת  ֶקַמח  ְסִאים  לׁש  ׁשְ ַמֲהִרי  ַוּיֹאֶמר  ָרה  ׂשָ ֶאל  ָהאֱֹהָלה  ַאְבָרָהם  ַוְיַמֵהר  ו( 
י ֻעגֹות י ַוֲעׂשִ לּוׁשִ

ַוְיַמֵהר  ַער  ַהּנַ ֶאל  ן  ּתֵ ַוּיִ ָוטֹוב  ַרְך  ָקר  ּבָ ן  ּבֶ ח  ּקַ ַוּיִ ַאְבָרָהם  ָרץ  ָקר  ַהּבָ ְוֶאל  ז( 
ַלֲעׂשֹות אֹתו

ן ִלְפֵניֶהם ְוהּוא עֵֹמד ֲעֵליֶהם  ּתֵ ה ַוּיִ ר ָעׂשָ ָקר ֲאׁשֶ ח ֶחְמָאה ְוָחָלב ּוֶבן ַהּבָ ּקַ ח( ַוּיִ
ַחת ָהֵעץ ַוּיֹאֵכלו ּתַ

1) And HASHEM appeared to Avraham in the orchards of Mamreh, 
and he was sitting at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 
2) And he lifted his eyes and saw: behold three men waiting for him, 
and he saw, and he ran to greet them from the entrance of the tent, 
and he bowed down to the ground.
3) And he said, “My masters, if I have found favour in your eyes, do 
not pass from your servant. 
Please take a little water, wash your feet and rest under the tree. 
4) “And take some bread and satisfy yourselves; after that you will 
pass, and then you will pass from your servant.” And they said, “We 
will do as you have spoken.” 
5) And Avraham hurried to the tent of Sarah, and he said, “Quickly! 
Prepare three measures of fine flour; knead them and make bread.”
6) And to the cattle ran Avraham, and he took a young cow, soft and 
good, and he gave it to the lad, and he hurried to prepare it. 
7) And he took butter, and milk, and the young calf that he had pre-
pared, and he placed it before them, and he was standing over them 
under the tree, and they ate.
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Three cows, in order to feed them three tongues dipped in mustard.

Avraham Avinu is now 
recovering from his 
bris millah. He is 99 

years old, sitting in the desert 
heat, when three individuals 
approach his tent. From the fact 
that Avraham asks them to wash 
their feet, we see that he assumes 
that they are Arabs who worship 
the sand that they walk on. At 
this stage in his life, Avraham is 
famous, wealthy, and obviously 
an old man. Every moment of 
his life up till this point has been 
measured and weighed for the 
utmost efficiency and directed 
towards great accomplishments. 
He has many, many students, 
many servants, and many peo-
ple who would be only too will-
ing to help him.

Doesn’t Avrohom Avinu 
have better things to 
do with his time?
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