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Questions

Background

You’re a Jew. I’m a Jew.
W hat Can I Do to Help You?

A

vraham Avinu is now
recovering from his
bris millah. He is 99
years old, sitting in the desert
heat, when three individuals
approach his tent. From the fact
that Avraham asks them to wash
their feet, we see that he assumes
that they are Arabs who worship
the sand that they walk on. At
this stage in his life, Avraham is
famous, wealthy, and obviously
an old man. Every moment of
his life up till this point has been
measured and weighed for the
utmost efficiency and directed
towards great accomplishments.
He has many, many students,
many servants, and many people who would be only too willing to help him.

D

oesn’t Avrohom Avinu
have better things to
do with his time?

ספר בראשית פרק יח
ישב ּ ֶפ ַתח ָהא ֶֹהל ְּכחֹם ַה ּיוֹ ם
ֵ ׁ א) וַ ֵ ּי ָרא ֵא ָליו יְ דֹוָ ד ְּב ֵאל ֹנֵ י ַמ ְמ ֵרא וְ הוּא
אתם
ָ לשה ֲאנָ ׁ ִשים נִ ָ ּצ ִבים ָע ָליו וַ ַ ּי ְרא וַ ָ ּי ָרץ לִ ְק ָר
ָ ׁ שא ֵעינָ יו וַ ַ ּי ְרא וְ ִה ֵ ּנה ׁ ְש
ׂ ָ ּ ב) וַ ִ ּי
ִמ ּ ֶפ ַתח ָהא ֶֹהל וַ ִ ּי ׁ ְש ַּתח ּו ָא ְר ָצה
ָ ֶאתי ֵחן ְּב ֵעינ
יך ַאל נָ א ַת ֲעבֹר ֵמ ַעל ַע ְבדֶּ ך
ִ ֹאמר ֲאדֹנָ י ִאם נָ א ָמ ָצ
ַ ג) וַ ּי
יכם וְ ִה ׁ ּ ָש ֲענ ּו ַּת ַחת ָה ֵעץ
ֶ ד) יֻ ַ ּקח נָ א ְמ ַעט ַמיִ ם וְ ַר ֲחצ ּו ַרגְ ֵל
ה) וְ ֶא ְק ָחה ַפת ֶל ֶחם וְ ַס ֲעד ּו לִ ְּב ֶכם ַא ַחר ַּת ֲעבֹר ּו ִּכי ַעל ֵּכן ֲע ַב ְר ֶּתם ַעל ַע ְבדְּ ֶכם
שה ַּכ ֲא ׁ ֶשר דִּ ַּב ְר ּת
ְ וַ ּי
ׂ ֶ ֹאמר ּו ֵּכן ַּת ֲע
לש ְס ִאים ֶק ַמח ס ֶֹלת
ֶ ש ָרה וַ ּי
ׁ ֹאמר ַמ ֲה ִרי ׁ ְש
ׂ ָ ו) וַ יְ ַמ ֵהר ַא ְב ָר ָהם ָהא ֱֹה ָלה ֶאל
שי ֻעגוֹ ת
ׂ ִ לו ׁ ִּשי וַ ֲע
ְ
ז) וְ ֶאל ַה ָּב ָקר ָרץ ַא ְב ָר ָהם וַ ִ ּי ַ ּקח ֶּבן ָּב ָקר ַרך וָ טוֹ ב וַ ִ ּי ֵּתן ֶאל ַה ַ ּנ ַער וַ יְ ַמ ֵהר
ַל ֲעשׂוֹ ת אֹתו
יהם
ֶ יהם וְ הוּא ע ֵֹמד ֲע ֵל
ֶ ֵשה וַ ִ ּי ֵּתן לִ ְפנ
ׂ ָ ח) וַ ִ ּי ַ ּקח ֶח ְמ ָאה וְ ָח ָלב ו ֶּבן ַה ָּב ָקר ֲא ׁ ֶשר ָע
ֹאכלו
ֵ ַּת ַחת ָה ֵעץ וַ ּי
1) And HASHEM appeared to Avraham in the orchards of Mamreh,
and he was sitting at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day.
2) And he lifted his eyes and saw: behold three men waiting for him,
and he saw, and he ran to greet them from the entrance of the tent,
and he bowed down to the ground.
3) And he said, “My masters, if I have found favour in your eyes, do
not pass from your servant.
Please take a little water, wash your feet and rest under the tree.
4) “And take some bread and satisfy yourselves; after that you will
pass, and then you will pass from your servant.” And they said, “We
will do as you have spoken.”
5) And Avraham hurried to the tent of Sarah, and he said, “Quickly!
Prepare three measures of fine flour; knead them and make bread.”
6) And to the cattle ran Avraham, and he took a young cow, soft and
good, and he gave it to the lad, and he hurried to prepare it.
7) And he took butter, and milk, and the young calf that he had prepared, and he placed it before them, and he was standing over them
under the tree, and they ate.
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 ג' פרים היו כדי להאכילן ג' לשונות בחרדל- ז) בן בקר רך וטוב
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Three cows, in order to feed them three tongues dipped in mustard.
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