SHMUZ #55

Background

Staying Pure in an Impure World

R

ivkah tells Yaakov that he must run away because Aysav is
plotting to kill him. On the way, Yaakov makes a covenant
with HASHEM. Yaakov asks for four requests. One of them
is that he will be in peace. Rashi tells us that that is actually a request
that HASHEM should protect him from the influence of Lavan – “I
shouldn’t learn from the ways of Lavan.”

ספר בראשית פרק כח

כ) וַ ִ ּי ַ ּדר יַ ֲעקב נֶ ֶדר ֵלאמר
להים ִע ָּמ ִדי
ִ ִאם יִ ְהיֶ ה ֱא
ּו ׁ ְש ָמ ַרנִ י ַּב ֶ ּד ֶר ְך ַה ֶ ּז ה ֲא ׁ ֶשר
נכי הוֹ ֵל ְך וְ נָ ַתן לִ י ֶל ֶחם
ִ ָא
ֶל ֱאכל ּו ֶבגֶ ד לִ לְ ּב ׁש
כא) וְ ׁ ַש ְב ִּתי ְב ׁ ָשלוֹ ם ֶאל
ֵּבית ָא ִבי וְ ָהיָ ה יְ דוָ ד לִ י
אלהים
ִ ֵל
And Yaakov made a vow
saying, “If HASHEM will
be with me and guard me
on this path that I go, and
will give me food to eat
and clothes to wear, and
HASHEM will return me
in peace to my father’s
house. . . ”

Questions

רש”י על בראשית פרק כח
פסוק כא

1
2
3

Yaakov Avinu is now 63 years old. He’s a tzaddik gamur who has
spent all of his days in piety and perfection. He is known as the
greatest of the Avos.
He is now going to someone who is the opposite of him in nature; Yaakov by nature was a man of honesty, while Lavan was a
man of deceit.
Yaakov is clearly aware of the danger (and even the extent of the
danger) by the fact that he feels compelled to ask for heavenly
assistance.
Why would Yaakov be afraid that Lavan, of all people, would influence him - and so much so that he has to daven and make it one of
his four requests from HASHEM?
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 שלם מן החטא- בשלום
שלא אלמד מדרכי לבן
In Peace- completely [free]
from sin; that I shouldn’t
learn from the ways of Lavan.

