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The Medrash is discussing Yaakov Avinu, the pure eved HASH-
EM, the Av who reached the highest madreiga, a person who 
walked with HASHEM, a person who lived to serve HASH-

EM, a person who at the core of his essence desired to be close to 
HASHEM. What difference would it make whether HASHEM 
promised to take care of his livelihood?

It almost sounds like HASHEM is saying, “I can’t promise Yaakov 
sustenance because then he won’t need Me. He won’t write; he won’t 
call; he won’t love Me anymore.” But this is a person who is motivat-
ed to have a relationship with HASHEM, a person who is davek to 
HASHEM. What difference does needing a parnasa have on such a 
relationship? 

When Yaakov Avinu runs away from his parents’ house to 
escape from Aysav, he turns to HASHEM and pleads for 
four things: 

1. HASHEM should be with him. 

2. HASHEM should protect him. 

3. HASHEM should return him to his home in safety.

4. HASHEM should give him food to eat and clothing to wear (par-
nasa).

The Medrash tells us that HASHEM answered three of the requests 
but not the fourth. HASHEM said, “If I grant him food, he won’t 
have any reason to turn to Me.” So HASHEM didn’t promise that 
request.  

I Need Needs

ספר בראשית פרק כח
ר ַיֲעקב ֶנֶדר ֵלאמר ִאם ִיְהֶיה  ּדַ ַוּיִ
ֶרְך  ּדֶ ּבַ ָמַרִני  ּוׁשְ ִדי  ִעּמָ ֱאלִהים 
ִלי  ְוָנַתן  ָאנִכי הֹוֵלְך  ר  ֲאׁשֶ ה  ַהּזֶ

ֶלֶחם ֶלֱאכל ּוֶבֶגד ִלְלּבש
ית  ּבֵ ֶאל  לֹום  ְבׁשָ י  ְבּתִ ְוׁשַ כא( 

ָאִבי ְוָהָיה ְידָוד ִלי ֵלאלִהים

מדרש תנחומא ויצא פרק ג 
וידר יעקב נדר לאמר אם יהיה 
בכל  ברכיה  א”ר  וגו’  אלהים 
הקב”ה  מן  יעקב  שתבע  מה 
השיבו אמר אם יהיה אלהים 
עמדי השיבו והנה אנכי עמך 
אמר ושמרני השיבו ושמרתיך 
ושבתי  אמר  תלך  אשר  בכל 
והשיבותיך  השיבו  בשלום 
אמר ונתן לי לחם ולא השיבו 
על הפרנסה אמר הקב”ה אם 
מהו  הלחם  על  מבטיחו  אני 
לא  לפיכך  עוד  ממני  מבקש 

הבטיחו על הלחם

Rebbe Brachia said: All that 
Yaakov asked for, HASHEM 
granted. Yaakov requested 
that HASHEM should be 
with him, and HASHEM 
answered, “I am with you 
wherever you go.” Yaakov 
said, “Guard me.” HASH-
EM responded, “I will guard 
you wherever you go.” Yaakov 
asked, “Let me return in peace 
to my home.” HASHEM an-
swered, “I will return you.” 
Then Yaakov said, “Give me 
bread to eat,” but this HASH-
EM did not answer. HASH-
EM said, “If I assure him of 
bread, he will have nothing 
more to ask from me.” 


