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Background

A merica the Beautiful

W

hen HASHEM sent Moshe Rabbeinu to Pharaoh to
ask him to let the Jewish people go, HASHEM gave
a specific command for Moshe to treat Pharaoh with
respect. After this, on at least two occasions, Moshe changed the
words that HASHEM said to him, i.e. to be more respectful to the
king.

ספר שמות פרק ו

משה וְ ֶאל
ֶ ׁ יג) וַ יְ ַד ֵּבר יְ דוָ ד ֶאל
ש ָר ֵאל וְ ֶאל
ׂ ְ ִַא ֲהרן וַ יְ ַצ ֵ ּום ֶאל ְּבנֵ י י
ּ ַפ ְרעה ֶמ ֶל ְך ִמ ְצ ָריִ ם לְ הוֹ ִציא ֶאת
ש ָר ֵאל ֵמ ֶא ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ָריִ ם
ׂ ְ ְִּבנֵ י י
HASHEM spoke to Moshe and
Aharon and commanded them
regarding Bnei Yisroel and Pharaoh in order to take the Bnei
Yisroel out of Mitzrayim.
רש”י על שמות פרק ו פסוק יג

Questions

 צום- ואל פרעה מלך מצרים
עליו לחלוק לו כבוד בדבריהם

W

e are dealing with Pharaoh, a man who is clearly wicked. Not only did he enslave an entire nation, but it was
known that he actively tortured them. As an example,
when he contracted tzaras (a form of leprosy), his astrologers told
him that the only cure was to bathe in human blood. So twice a
day, in the morning and in the evening, he had 150 babies slaughtered so that he could bathe in their fresh blood. We would assume
that the obligation to treat a king with respect surely shouldn’t apply to such a man.
But what makes the obligation of treating a king with respect even
more difficult to understand is that fact that Pharaoh remained in
his wickedness despite being shown obvious and overt miracles.
Even after he was shown the hand of HASHEM, he remained obstinate in his path. Surely, at that point his wickedness put him the
category of one who isn’t worthy of respect. Yet till the end, Moshe
treated Pharaoh with respect. The question is: why?

HASHEM commanded them to
give Pharaoh honor with their
words.
ספר שמות פרק יא

ָ ח) וְ יָ ְרד ּו ָכל ֲע ָב ֶד
יך ֵא ֶ ּלה ֵא ַלי
ֹרצא ַא ָּתה וְ ָכל
ֵ וְ ִה ׁ ְש ַּת ֲחו ּו לִ י ֵלאמ
ָ ָה ָעם ֲא ׁ ֶשר ְּב ַרגְ ֶל
יך וְ ַא ֲח ֵרי ֵכן ֵא ֵצא
וַ ֵ ּי ֵצא ֵמ ִעם ּ ַפ ְרעה ָּב ֳח ִרי ָאף
[Said Moshe to Pharaoh], “And
all of your servants will come
down and bow to me.”
רש”י על שמות פרק יא פסוק ח

 חלק כבוד- ח) וירדו כל עבדיך
למלכות שהרי בסוף ירד פרעה
בעצמו אליו בלילה ויאמר קומו
צאו מתוך עמי
ולא אמר לו משה מתחלה וירדת
)אלי והשתחוית לי (זבחים קב
He gave honor to the king because
in the end, Pharaoh himself came
down in the middle of the night.
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