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Yosef was a brilliant manager. Surely, he could have set up a 
system of checks that would have been effective against theft. 
And even if a small amount of money was stolen, that is con-

sidered a normal business loss. Didn’t Yosef have better things to do 
with his time than sit there all day signing documents?

Yosef was singled out by Pharaoh to be ruler over all of Mitz-
rayim. He was given the ability to write laws and to create 
policy carte blanche. No action was done without his approv-

al; he had almost total power.

The Siforno points out that since Yosef personally signed every doc-
ument involved with the purchase of wheat, he found out when his 
brothers had entered the land. The Siforno is troubled why a man of 
Yosef ’s status and position would be involved in so menial a task. He 
explains that Yosef signed each document because “the money was 
vast, and he didn’t trust his servants.”

ספר בראשית פרק מב
יט ַעל  ּלִ ַ ְויֹוֵסף הּוא ַהּשׁ )ו( 
ְלָכל  יר  ּבִ ׁשְ ַהּמַ הּוא  ָהָאֶרץ 
ֹבאּו ֲאֵחי יֹוֵסף  ַעם ָהָאֶרץ ַוּיָ

ִים ָאְרָצה: ֲחוּו לֹו ַאּפַ ּתַ ׁשְ ַוּיִ

And Yosef was the ruler 
over the land and provider 
to all the people; and the 
brothers of Yosef came 
and bowed down in front 
of him.

ספורנו עה”ת ספר 
בראשית פרק מב פסוק ו

על  השליט  הוא  )ו( 
הארץ הוא המשביר. עם 
הוא  היה  השליט  היותו 
היה  ולא  המוכר  בעצמו 
אמנם  כי  בעבדיו  מאמין 
היה הכסף רב מאד וראוי 
ויבא  כאמרו  לפרעה 
ביתה  הכסף  את  יוסף 
שום  היה  לא  ולכן  פרעה 
בלתי  לקונים  נמכר  בר 

חותמו או כתב ידו:

While he was the ruler, he 
himself was the merchant. 
He didn’t trust his servants 
because the money was 
vast and fitting for Pha-
raoh. Therefore, no grain 
was sold without Yosef ’s 
signature.
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