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The Siforno doesn’t seem to have answered his own question. 
Granted the entire town may have been responsible for cre-
ating the social atmosphere that accepted such conduct, 

but all they did was to give Shechem the opportunity to act as he 
wished. They didn’t join him in the act. They didn’t aid him. They 
didn’t tempt him to do it. The most we can blame them for is giving 
Shechem the opportunity to do as he chose. So how can the posuk say 
the city defiled Dina?

Shechem, the son of Chamor, set his sights on Dina. He careful-
ly laid a trap to entice her out of her tent, and then kidnapped 
and defiled her. When Yaakov and his sons heard what had 

been done, “they were extremely distressed . . . [and said] ‘So shall not 
be done!’”

Shechem became infatuated with Dina and asked for her hand in 
marriage. “Name your price, and I will pay it,” he told Yaakov.

The brothers of Dina answered Shechem, “To marry into our family, 
a person must have a bris millah.”

Shechem and Chamor agreed, and they convinced the people of their 
town to be circumcised as well. On the third day of their millah, 
Reuvain and Shimon took up their swords and killed out every male 
in the city.

After they were finished, the posuk says, “The sons of Yaakov came upon 
the corpses of the city that had defiled their sister.” The Siforno is both-
ered by the expression “the city that defiled their sister.” After all, it 
was Shechem alone who committed the act, not the city.

The Siforno answers by explaining that in that society, forcibly taking 
a woman was not considered abhorrent. If it had not been socially 
acceptable, Shechem never would have done it. Therefore, it is con-
sidered as if they were all participants.

ספר בראשית פרק לד
ַעל  אּו  ּבָ ַיֲעקֹב  ֵני  ּבְ )כז( 
ר  ּו ָהִעיר ֲאׁשֶ ֹבּז ַוּיָ ַהֲחָלִלים 

אּו ֲאחֹוָתם: ִטּמְ

The sons of Yaakov came 
upon the corpses of the city 
that had defiled their sis-
ter.

ספורנו עה”ת ספר 
בראשית פרק לד פסוק כז

טמאו.  אשר  העיר  )כז( 
כי לולי היה כבר דבר כזה 
לא  אצלם  נמאס  בלתי 
היה שכם עושה כן אמנם 
היה זה גמול מורגל אצלם 
בנות  העיר  ראשי  שלקחו 
לנשים  רשות  בלתי  העם 
ויקחו  ע”ד  לפלגשים  או 
אשר  מכל  נשים  להם 

בחרו:

The city that defiled 
Dina - If it weren’t that 
this act was no longer ab-
horrent to them, Shechem 
never would have done it. 
However, it had become 
commonplace that the 
head of the city could take 
whatever girl he wanted 
by force.
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