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How can imagining I am doing something change my judg-
ment? I haven’t changed. The judgment on Rosh Hashanah 
is based on who I am and what I have done. What differ-

ence does it make what I imagine? I am the same person before the 
blowing and after the blowing, so how could imagining that I am 
taking my son to the akeidah change my judgment?

On Rosh Hashanah, we, as well as all other living entities on 
the planet, are judged. The blowing of the shofar is a critical 
mitzvah to help awaken us to do teshuvah – so that we can 

merit a good year. The Sefer Ha’Chinuch is telling us that by hearing 
the shofar, we will imagine the scene of the akeidah of Yitzchak, and 
we will also imagine that instead of Avraham Avinu being the one 
performing the akeidah, it is us. Each one of us is there, tying up 
our son, prepared to kill him. By imagining this, we will come out 
meritorious in judgment.

ספר החינוך - מצוה שלא
ִקיַעת ׁשֹוָפר  שלא. ִמְצַות ּתְ

ל יֹוֵבל ּפּוִרים ׁשֶ יֹום ַהּכִ ּבְ
ִקיָעה  ַהּתְ ְצַות  ּמִ ׁשֶ ְוָידּוַע 
ְלַפְרֵסם  הּוא  ֶזה  יֹום  ּבְ
ֵצא  ּיֵ ֵחרּות ּכֹל ֶעֶבד ִעְבִרי ׁשֶ
ב(  ח  ר”ה  )עי’  חֹוִרין  ן  ּבֶ
ִעְנָיָנּה  ְוֵאין  ָדִמים,  לֹא  ּבְ
ׁשֹוָפר  ִקיַעת  ּתְ ִעְנַין  ּכְ
ִקיָעה  ַהּתְ ׁשֶ ָנה,  ָ ַהּשׁ ראׁש  ּבְ
ִלְקּבַע  ים  עֹוׂשִ ָאנּו  ַהִהיא 
נּו ַעל ִעְנַין ֲעֵקיַדת  ְבּתֵ ַמֲחׁשַ
נּו  ַנְפׁשֵ ּבְ ר  ּוְנַצּיֵ ִיְצָחק, 
מֹוהּו  ּכָ ָאנּו  ם  ּגַ ַלֲעשֹות 
ַרְך  ִיְתּבָ ם  ֵ ַהּשׁ ְלַאֲהַבת 
ִזְכרֹוֵננּו  ַיֲעֶלה  ְך  ּכָ ּוִמּתֹוְך 
לֹוַמר,  ּכְ ְלטֹוב,  ם  ֵ ַהּשׁ ִלְפֵני 

ִאים ְלָפָניו ְהֶיה ַזּכָ ּנִ ׁשֶ

Mitzvah 331- The Mitz-
vah of Blowing the Sho-
far on Yom Kippur of the 
Fiftieth Year (Yovel)
It is known that the mitz-
vah of blowing the shofar 
on this day is to proclaim 
that all eved Ivris are free. 
It is not similar to the 
blowing of the shofar on 
Rosh Hashanah, for the 
blowing of the shofar on 
Rosh Hashanah is to fix 
our minds on the akeidah 
of Yitzchak (the binding 
of Yitzchak). We should 
imagine in our minds that 
we are doing the same out 
of our love of HASHEM. 
Through this, we will be 
meritorious in judgment.
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