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Who would be fooled by the wood? Ev-
ery child in cheder learns that there is 
a mitzvah to bring wood to hide the 

miracle. The fire is clearly not a mundane, natu-
ral fire. Not only does it come from Heaven, it has 
properties that are beyond any fire known to man. 
It appears as a supernatural fire, it acts in a man-
ner that no fire known to man acts, and is clearly 
miraculous. So what is the point of the Kohanim 
bringing piles of wood twice a day when clearly any 
impartial observer would still see this fire as a great 
miracle and would not be fooled by the wood?

During the first Bais Hamikdash, there were 
ten daily miracles. Anyone seeing them 
would get a great strengthening of his or 

her emunah. One of these miracles was the fire on 
the Altar. This fire was not just unique in the way 
that it came down from Heaven; there were five 
specific miraculous components to it: 1. It had the 
shape of a lion. 2. It was as bright as the sun. 3. 
It contained substance. 4. It consumed liquid as it 
consumed dry items. 5. It gave off no smoke.

  ספר החינוך - מצוה קלב 
ָכל יֹום: ַח ּבְ ְזּבֵ קלב. ִמְצַות ַהְדָלַקת ֵאׁש ַעל ַהּמִ

ֱאַמר  ּנֶ ִמיד, ׁשֶ ָכל יֹום ּתָ ַח ּבְ ְזּבֵ ְלַהְבִעיר ֵאׁש ַעל ַהּמִ
ּוָבא  ַח.  ְזּבֵ ַהּמִ ַעל  ּתּוַקד  ִמיד  ּתָ ֵאׁש  ו(  ו  )ויקרא 
ֵעִצים  ּבֹו  ים  ְלַהׂשִ לֹוַמר  ּכְ ִמיד,  ּתָ ל  ׁשֶ רּוׁש  ַהּפֵ
ִזְכרֹוָנם  ָאְמרּו  ּוְבֵבאּור  ִים,  ָהַעְרּבָ ּוֵבין  ּבֶֹקר  ּבַ
ָהֵאׁש יֹוֵרד ִמן  י ׁשֶ ִלְבָרָכה )יומא כא ב( ַאף ַעל ּפִ

ַמִים ִמְצָוה ְלָהִביא ִמן ַהֶהְדיֹוט. ָ ַהּשׁ
יֵנינּו  ּבֵ ָבר  ַהּדָ ָידּוַע  ָמה,  ַהְקּדָ ְצָוה.  ַהּמִ י  ְרׁשֵ ָ ִמּשׁ
ה  ַיֲעׂשֶ ר  ֲאׁשֶ דֹוִלים  ּגְ ים  ִנּסִ י  ּכִ ָחָכם,  ל  ּכָ ְוֵאֶצל 
ה  ַיֲעׂשֶ ְלעֹוָלם  דֹול,  ַהּגָ טּובֹו  ּבְ ָאָדם  ֵני  ּבְ ֶאל  ָהֵאל 
ִאּלּו  ּכְ ְקָצת  ים  ַנֲעׂשִ ָהִעְנָיִנים  ְוִנְרִאים  ֵסֶתר,  ֶרְך  ּדֶ
ם  י ּגַ ַבע, ּכִ ׁש אֹו ְבָקרֹוב ַלּטֶ ַבע ַמּמָ ַדְרֵכי ַהּטֶ ֵהם ּבְ
ם  תּוב ׁשָ ָהָיה ֵנס ְמפָֹרׁש ּכָ ֵנס ְקִריַעת ַים סּוף ׁשֶ ּבְ
ה  רּוַח ָקִדים ַעּזָ ם ּבְ )שמות יד כא( ַוּיֹוֶלְך ְיָי ֶאת ַהּיָ
ִים. ְקעּו ַהּמָ ּבָ ם ֶלָחָרָבה ַוּיִ ם ֶאת ַהּיָ ׂשֶ ְיָלה ַוּיָ ל ַהּלַ ּכָ

י  ַח, ַאף ַעל ּפִ ְזּבֵ ּמִ נּו ְלַהְבִעיר ֵאׁש ּבַ ה ָהִעְנָין ִצּוָ ּוִמּזֶ
ס.  ַהּנֵ יר  ֵדי ְלַהְסּתִ ּכְ ַמִים,  ָ ַהּשׁ יֹוֵרד ֵאׁש ִמן  ם  ָ ּשׁ ׁשֶ

ָהֵאׁש ַהּיֹוֶרֶדת לֹא ָהְיָתה ִנְרֶאה ּוְלִפי ַהּדֹוֶמה ׁשֶ

The commandment to light a fire on the Al-
tar of the Bais Hamikdash:
To light a fire every day on the Altar as the verse 
states, “A constant fire shall be on the Altar.”
The actual mitzvah is to place a pile of wood in 
the Altar in the morning and again towards lat-
er day. Even though the actual fire comes from 
Heaven (and since it the fire is a miracle, the 
wood isn’t needed), it is a mitzvah to bring the 
wood. 
The reason for this is that when HASHEM 
creates great miracles, they are always done in 
hiding to look as if they happened in the way of 
nature or close to it. Even in the miracle of the 
splitting of the sea, the posuk says, “And HASH-
EM split the sea with an eastern wind.”
For this reason, we are commanded to bring 
wood to the Altar and hide the fire that comes 
down from Heaven.
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