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Background

Stages of Change – Part 2:
Support Systems

A

fter leaving Mitzrayim, seeing the great miracles there and
later those on the sea, the Jewish Nation stood on Har Sinai
and saw HASHEM as clearly as humans are able. The next
step in the destiny of our people was to enter our land and permanently settle there.
HASHEM told Moshe, “Choose twelve leaders of the Jewish Nation
to spy out the land.” Ten of those twelve lacked bitachon in HASHEM and planned to turn the people against Moshe and HASHEM.
Kalev and Yehoshua alone recognized the evil plan of the others.
Here we are told that after recognizing the evil of their plan, Kalev
davened that he shouldn’t be tempted to join his friends.

ספר במדבר פרק יג

כב) וַ ַ ּי ֲעל ּו ַב ֶ ּנגֶ ב וַ ָ ּי בֹא ַעד
ימן ׁ ֵש ׁ ַשי
ָ ֶח ְברוֹ ן וְ ׁ ָשם ֲא ִח
וְ ַתלְ ַמי יְ לִ ֵידי ָה ֲענָ ק וְ ֶח ְברוֹ ן
ׁ ֶש ַבע ׁ ָשנִ ים נִ ְבנְ ָתה לִ ְפנֵ י
צ ַֹען ִמ ְצ ָריִ ם
And they came up in the
south and they came till
Chevron…
רש”י על במדבר פרק יג
פסוק כב

Questions

- כב) ויבא עד חברון
(סוטה לד) כלב לבדו הלך
שם ונשתטח על קברי
אבות שלא יהא ניסת
לחבריו להיות בעצתם

I

f Kalev understood that the miraglim were incorrect in what they
were doing, then he also understood the gravity of the situation:
outright rebellion against HASHEM was likely to lead to the
death of an entire generation of people. If so, why did he need a special tefillah on the grave of the Avos asking for help that the miraglim
not influence him? He knew they were wrong and what they were
doing was tantamount to a revolt against HASHEM. In fact, the
only way he would ask for protection and help is if he recognized that
the group was wrong. Since he recognized that they were wicked and
he knew the gravity of what they were attempting to do, why did he
need to pray not to be influenced?
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Rashi- They came till
Chevron- (Sotah 34) Kalev alone went there and
lay down on the graves of
Avos, asking that he not be
tempted to join his friends
in their plot.

