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The people of Midyan were battling against the Jews. At first 
they thought about killing them, but realizing that they 
wouldn’t succeed, they joined with Moav in convincing Bi-

lam to curse the Jews. When that failed, they sent their women to 
seduce the Jewish men – all out of hatred of the Jewish people. 

Clearly, their war was with the Jewish people – not HASHEM. How 
can Rashi answer the contradiction by saying, “If someone stands 
opposed to Israel, it is as if he opposes HASHEM,” when they were 
fighting against the Jewish people and not HASHEM? 

There seems to be a contradiction in the posukim. When the 
Jewish Nation was charged with battling Midyan, HASH-
EM said to Moshe, “Take the revenge of the Jewish people.” 

Yet Moshe said, “Prepare to take the revenge of HASHEM.” Rashi 
answers the contradiction by explaining, “One who opposes Israel is 
as if he opposes HASHEM.”

ספר במדבר פרק לא 
ה  מׁשֶ ֶאל  ְידָֹוד  ר  ַוְיַדּבֵ א( 

אמֹר: ּלֵ
ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ ֵני  ּבְ ב( ְנקֹם ִנְקַמת 
ַאַחר  ְדָיִנים  ַהּמִ ֵמֵאת 

יָך: ָאֵסף ֶאל ַעּמֶ ּתֵ
ָהָעם  ֶאל  ה  מׁשֶ ר  ַוְיַדּבֵ ג( 
ֶכם  ֵמִאּתְ ֵהָחְלצּו  ֵלאמֹר 
ַעל  ְוִיְהיּו  ָבא  ַלּצָ ים  ֲאָנׁשִ
ְידָֹוד  ִנְקַמת  ָלֵתת  ִמְדָין 

ִמְדָין ּבְ

HASHEM spoke to Moshe 
saying, “Take the revenge 
of the Jewish people from 
the Midyanim, and then 
you will be gathered to 
your people.” And Moshe 
spoke to the people say-
ing, “Choose for yourselves 
men of war to take the re-
venge of HASHEM from 
Midyan.”

רש”י על במדבר פרק לא 
פסוק ג 

נקמת ה’ - שהעומד כנגד 
כנגד  עומד  כאלו  ישראל 

הקב”ה

The revenge of HASH-
EM – If someone opposes 
Israel, it is as if he opposes 
HASHEM.
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