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The Rosh Ha Yeshiva observed: the parable doesn’t 
seem to fit. How would Amalek’s attacking 
us “cool down the bath” and make it easier for 

other enemies to attack us? If anything, now the gentile 
nations should be more afraid to attack. What had been 
only a theory – that any nation that starts with the Jews 
starts with G-d Himself – was now proven. Amalek had 
attacked and had been destroyed. So surely, any enemy 
of the Jews should be more filled with fear as a result of 
Amalek, not less.

For generations, we are called upon to remember that 
which the Amalekim did to us. According to Rashi, 
their main damage was that they cooled off the fear 

that gentile nations had of us. By attacking us, they were 
effectively “jumping into the scalding bath.” Even though 
they got burned, the bath was cooled down, and others 
would learn from their ways and attack us.

ספר דברים פרק כה 
ֲעָמֵלק  ְלָך  ה  ָעׂשָ ר  ֲאׁשֶ ֵאת  ָזכֹור  יז( 

ְצָרִים: ֵצאְתֶכם ִמּמִ ֶרְך ּבְ ּדֶ ּבַ
ל  ּכָ ָך  ּבְ ב  ַוְיַזּנֵ ֶרְך  ּדֶ ּבַ ָקְרָך  ר  ֲאׁשֶ יח( 
ה ָעֵיף ְוָיֵגַע ְולֹא  ִלים ַאֲחֶריָך ְוַאּתָ ֱחׁשָ ַהּנֶ

ָיֵרא ֱאלִֹהים:
ל  ִמּכָ ְלָך  ְידָֹוד ֱאלֶֹהיָך  ָהִניַח  ּבְ ְוָהָיה  יט( 
ר ְידָֹוד ֱאלֶֹהיָך  ָאֶרץ ֲאׁשֶ ִביב ּבָ אְֹיֶביָך ִמּסָ
ְמֶחה ֶאת ֵזֶכר  ּה ּתִ ּתָ ֹנֵתן ְלָך ַנֲחָלה ְלִרׁשְ

ח ּכָ ׁשְ ָמִים לֹא ּתִ ָ ַחת ַהּשׁ ֲעָמֵלק ִמּתַ

17) Remember that which Amalek did 
to you on the way when you were leav-
ing Egypt. 
18) That he happened upon you on the 
way, and he killed among you all the 
weak ones in the rear when you were 
faint and exhausted, and he did not 
fear HASHEM.

רש”י על דברים פרק כה פסוק יח 
לשון  ד”א   .- בדרך  קרך  אשר  יח( 
מרתיחתך  והפשירך  צננך  וחום  קור 
להלחם  יראים  כוכבים  העובדי  שהיו 
מקום  והראה  והתחיל  זה  ובא  בכם 
שאין  רותחת  לאמבטי  משל  לאחרים 
בן  בא  בתוכה  לירד  יכולה  בריה  כל 
אע”פ  לתוכה  וירד  קפץ  אחד  בליעל 

שנכוה הקרה אותה בפני אחרים

Rashi – That he happened upon 
you… Another explanation: from the 
expression “cooling,” meaning they 
cooled off the heat. The idol worship-
pers were afraid to fight with you, and 
this group came and started up. They 
showed the way for others. A parable 
would be to a boiling bathtub that no 
creature could enter. Some fool jumps 
in and is immediately scalded, thereby 
cooling down the bath for others.

ImagInatIon: the DevIl’s PlaygrounD


