
SHMUZ #129
B
ac
kg

ro
un

d
Q
ue

st
io
ns

www.TheShmuz.com  | 866-613- TORAH (8672)

129

The Rosh Yeshiva observed that since water is an inanimate 
object without sense, feelings, or memory, it cannot feel any 
lack of gratitude. In fact, it wouldn’t discern whether an in-

dividual is hitting it or not. Therefore, it couldn’t possibly feel any 
slight. In what sense would it be a lack of hakaras hatov for Moshe to 
hit the water?

The messenger who was to take the Jewish Nation out of 
Mitzrayim, bring them to Sinai to receive the Torah, and 
lead them for forty years in the desert was Moshe Rabbeinu. 

As the leader, it was appropriate for him to be the one to bring the 
makkos onto the Egyptian people. And in fact, the majority of the 
makkos were initiated by Moshe. Yet HASHEM told Moshe that the 
first few makkos should be brought by Aharon since these involved 
hitting the Nile, and the Nile had protected Moshe as an infant. 
Therefore, it would be a lack of hakaras hatov – recognition of the 
good – for Moshe to be the one to strike the water.

ספר שמות פרק ז
ה ֱאמר  יט( ַוּיֹאֶמר ְידָֹוד ֶאל מׁשֶ
ָיְדָך  ּוְנֵטה  ָך  ַמּטְ ַקח  ַאֲהרן  ֶאל 
ַנֲהרָֹתם  ַעל  ִמְצַרִים  ֵמיֵמי  ַעל 
ַעל ְיאֵריֶהם ְוַעל ַאְגֵמיֶהם ְוַעל 
ָדם  ְוִיְהיּו  ֵמיֵמיֶהם  ִמְקֵוה  ל  ּכָ
ִמְצַרִים  ֶאֶרץ  ָכל  ּבְ ָדם  ְוָהָיה 

ּוָבֵעִצים ּוָבֲאָבִנים

And HASHEM said to 
Moshe, “Say to Aharon, 
‘Take your staff and stretch 
your hand over the waters of 
Egypt and their rivers, and 
their lakes, and their ponds, 
and all of their gatherings of 
water, and it will be blood, 
and there will be blood in all 
of the land of Egypt, and in 
the stones and in the rocks.’” 

רש”י על שמות פרק ז פסוק 
יט

לפי   - אהרן  אל  אמור  יט( 
משה  על  היאור  שהגין 
לא  לפיכך  לתוכו  כשנשלך 
ולא  בדם  לא  ידו  על  לקה 
ידי  על  ולקה  בצפרדעים 

אהרן 

Say to Aharon: – Because the 
river protected Moshe when 
he was placed in it, he did 
not hit it – not in the plague 
of blood, nor in the plague of 
frogs. Rather, Aharon hit it.

HaKaras HaTov: recognizing THe good


