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Background

The Dignity of M an

Y

aakov pleaded with his son, Yosef, “Please do not bury me in
Mitzrayim,” and to make sure that his wishes would be carried out, he even made his son swear. This is clearly something
that was of major concern to Yaakov. The Dos Zakainim explains
his fear: Yaakov was afraid that if he would be buried in Mitzrayim,
HASHEM would not bring the Ten Plagues out of respect for him.

ספר בראשית פרק מז

ש ָר ֵאל
ׂ ְ ִכט) וַ ִ ּי ְק ְרב ּו יְ ֵמי י
ָלמ ּות וַ ִ ּי ְק ָרא לִ ְבנוֹ לְ יוֹ ֵסף
אתי
ִ ֹאמר לוֹ ִאם נָ א ָמ ָצ
ֶ וַ ּי
ָשים נָ א יָ ְדך
ָ
ׂ ִ ֵחן ְּב ֵעינֶ יך
ית ִע ָּמ ִדי
ָ ש
ׂ ִ ַּת ַחת יְ ֵר ִכי וְ ָע
ֶח ֶסד וֶ ֱא ֶמת ַאל נָ א ִת ְק ְּב ֵרנִ י
ְּב ִמ ְצ ָריִ ם
And the day that Yaakov
was to die drew near, and
he called to his son Yosef
and said, “If I have found
favor in your eyes, place
your hand under my thigh,
and do for me a favor and
truth: please do not bury
me in Mitzrayim.”

Questions

דעת זקנים מבעלי
התוספות על בראשית
פרק מז פסוק כט

A

ren’t the Ten Plagues of extreme importance? They are signs
of HASHEM’s control over the world we live in and are part
of our emunah system. Why would Yaakov think that if his
body were buried in Mitzrayim, HASHEM wouldn’t bring the makkos? First, that was many years in future, and by then, Yaakov’s being
buried there would be ancient history. Second, it was only his body
being buried there, not him. And finally, even if HASHEM wanted to show some sign of respect, He could leave that small area of
Yaakov’s grave unaffected and still bring the plagues over the rest of
Egypt.

www.TheShmuz.com | 866-613- TORAH (8672)

ואומר ר”ת שהיה ירא
שלא ינצלו מצרים מעשר
מכות בעבורו אם יקבר
במצרים שהרי נקרא
ישראל שה פזורה ומצרים
נקראים חמורים שנאמר
אשר בשר חמורים בשרם
וכתיב פטר חמור תפדה
בשה
Rabbeinu Tam teaches
that Yaakov was afraid
that he would save Mitzrayim from the Ten
Plagues if he would be
buried there, as Yaakov is
called the redeemer and
the Mitzrim are called
donkeys.

