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Background

Business Ethics

T

he Siforno is bothered by the seeming repetition used in the
posuk: Yosef was the ruler; he was the provider. The Siforno
answers that this actually teaches us a significant concept:
not only was Yosef the ruler of Mitzrayim, he was literally the provider because no grain was sold without his signature. Since there was so
much money involved in the selling of the grain and all of it was fit
to go to Pharaoh, no single sale of grain took place during the seven
years of famine that Yosef didn’t personally sign off on.

ספר בראשית פרק מב

ו) וְ יוֹ ֵסף ה ּוא ַה ׁ ּ ַש ִּליט ַעל
ָה ָא ֶרץ ה ּוא ַה ַּמ ׁ ְש ִּביר לְ ָכל
ַעם ָה ָא ֶרץ וַ ָ ּי בֹא ּו ֲא ֵחי יוֹ ֵסף
וַ ִ ּי ׁ ְש ַּת ֲחו ּו לוֹ ַא ּ ַפיִ ם ָא ְר ָצה
And Yosef was the ruler
over the land. He was the
provider to all the people of the land, and the
brothers of Yosef came and
bowed down full face to
the ground.

Questions

ספורנו עה”ת ספר
בראשית פרק מב פסוק ו

I

sn’t this an inefficient method of doing business? Granted, it
may have saved Pharaoh some money, but what about the sheer
amount of time it took for Yosef to be standing there signing
every document? Didn’t Yosef have better things to do with his time?
He certainly had much Torah to learn and his own family to teach.
Additionally, Pharaoh had more than enough money, so Yosef should
have been entitled to say, “I will work hard, but why should I kill
myself so that this Egyptian king should have extra wealth?”
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ו) הוא השליט על הארץ
 עם היותו.הוא המשביר
השליט היה הוא בעצמו
המוכר ולא היה מאמין
בעבדיו כי אמנם היה
הכסף רב מאד וראוי
לפרעה כאמרו ויבא
יוסף את הכסף ביתה
פרעה ולכן לא היה שום
בר נמכר לקונים בלתי
חותמו או כתב ידו
He was the ruler over the
land. He was the provider. – When Yosef was
the ruler, he was also the
one who actually sold the
grain, as he didn’t trust his
servants. The money [exchanged] was so great that
it was fitting to go to Pharaoh. Therefore, no grain
was sold without Yosef ’s
signature or handwriting.

