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Eliezer wasn’t afraid to tell Lavan that great miracles 
happened to him. He said, “I left today and arrived 
today,” meaning, “I walked an extremely long dis-

tance in a miraculous manner. The land literally folded un-
der my feet.” Eliezer assumed that Lavan would believe that 
statement, as fantastic as it was. Why, then, does he assume 
that Lavan couldn’t believe that he would have the faith to 
give the girl the bracelets without asking her what family 
she came from?

Avraham Avinu sent his trustworthy servant, Eliezer, 
to find a wife for Yitzchak. Eliezer was given the 
directive to find the right girl, one from Avraham’s 

family. Eliezer davened and set out certain signs to deter-
mine if the woman he would meet would be the right one 
for Yitzchak. Amazingly, all of the signs that he asked for 
were met. He was so assured that this was a divine directive 
showing him that she was the right one that he immediate-
ly gave Rivka the bracelets. Only afterward did he ask her, 
“Who is your father?” Yet when he told over the events to 
Rivka’s father, Lavan, Eliezer changed the order, saying, “I 
asked her whose daughter she was, and then I gave her the 
bracelets.”

ספר בראשית פרק כד
ְידָוד  ָואַמר  ָהָעִין  ֶאל  ַהּיֹום  ָוָאבא  מב( 
ַמְצִליַח  א  ּנָ ָך  ֶיׁשְ ִאם  ַאְבָרָהם  ֲאדִני  ֱאלֵהי 

ר ָאנִכי הֵלְך ָעֶליָה י ֲאׁשֶ ְרּכִ ּדַ

And today I came to the well, and I said, 
“HASHEM, the G-d of my master Avra-
ham, please allow me succeed in the mis-
sion that I am pursuing.”

רש”י על בראשית פרק כד פסוק מב 
והיום  יצאתי  היום   - היום  ואבא  מב( 

באתי מכאן שקפצה לו הארץ

Today I left, and today I came – From 
here we learn that the land folded up un-
der him.

ספר בראשית פרק כד
ַאּתְ  ִמי  ת  ּבַ ָואַֹמר  אָֹתּה  ַאל  ָוֶאׁשְ מז( 
ר ָיְלָדה ּלֹו  ן ָנחֹור ֲאׁשֶ תּוֵאל ּבֶ ת ּבְ ַוּתֹאֶמר ּבַ
ִמיִדים  ְוַהּצְ ּה  ַאּפָ ַעל  ֶזם  ַהּנֶ ם  ָוָאׂשִ ה  ִמְלּכָ

ַעל ָיֶדיָה

And I asked her, “Whose daughter are 
you?” And she said to me, “I am the 
daughter of Besuel, the son of Nachur 
that was born to Milkah.” And I placed 
the ring on her nose and the bracelet on 
her hands.

רש”י על בראשית פרק כד פסוק מז
- שנה הסדר שהרי  ואשאל ואשים  מז( 
הוא תחלה נתן ואח”כ שאל אלא שלא 
יתפשוהו בדבריו ויאמרו היאך נתת לה 

ועדיין אינך יודע מי היא

And I asked and I placed – Eliezer 
changed the order because first he gave 
her the presents and then he asked whose 
daughter she was, but he was afraid of be-
ing caught in his words (lying). He thought 
Lavan would say, “How did you give gifts 
when you didn’t yet know who she was?”

Chessed: The essenCe of Judaism


