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‘ Background

‘ Questions

WHY Pray?

stances, he would be sent into exile. He would remain in

If a person killed unintentionally, under certain circum-
exile until the Kohain Gadol (head priest) died.

The Mishna is teaching us that the mother of the Kohain
Gadol would give the killer food and clothing so that he
should not pray for her son to die, thereby allowing him to
leave exile. Yet the Chovos Halevos tells us that nothing can
happen in this world without HASHEM’s permission.

ow can the prayer of the killer cause the death of
H the Kohain Gadol when no action of a person can
hasten another’s death without HASHEM’s per-
mission?
The Kohain Gadol was one of the greatest men of his gen-
eration; the killer was far, far from that level. How could a

killer’s prayer, of all things, cause the death of an innocent
and righteous person?
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Mishna: 7he death of any one of
the four potential Kohainim Gad-
olim would veturn the killer to his
home. Therefore, the mother of
each Kohain Gadol would prepare
Jfood and clothing for the killers so
that they wouldn’t pray for the Ko-
hain Gadol to die.

Gemara: 7he reason the Kohain
Gadol didn’t die is that the killers
didn’t pray. Had they prayed, the
Kohain Gadol would have died.
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The fifth principle is that no cre-
ation has the power to help anoth-
er, hurt another, or to affect any-
one else, without the permission of

the Creator, Blessed Be He.




